
Trails& Open Space Committee Info

The idea of Summerfield trails isn’t new. Residents have indicated a preference for enhanced
recreational opportunities and connection to neighborhoods and amenities. A key, public-

driven component of the town’s 2010 Comprehensive Plan is Policy Area 2 entitled “Sidewalk,
Bikeway, and Trail System,” and an A&Y (Atlantic and Yadkin) Greenway Feasibility Study
was completed in early 2012. Both of these documents provide additional insight into trails
and greenways.

The Comprehensive Plan involved input from citizens, town council, the zoning board, a steering
committee, and a consultant. The towns of Summerfield and Stokesdale, Guilford County, the
Greensboro Urban Area Metropolitan Planning Organization (GUAMPO), the City of Greensboro,
NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources (NCDENR), Summerfield Parks and
Recreation Committee (SPARC), Revitalizing Our Ancestors’ Dreams in Stokesdale (ROADS),
Stokesdale Trails, Paths, and Right-of-Way Committee (STPRC), NC Rails and Trails, Friends
of the Mountains-to-Sea Trail, and the Piedmont Land Conservancy provided input regarding
the A&Y Feasibility Study. There is significant interest in trails, both regionally and specifically
within Summerfield! 

What is new is some real progress toward a regional effort to develop the A&Y from downtown
Greensboro through Summerfield to downtown Stokesdale and beyond. The greenway has
been designated as part of the statewide Mountains-to-Sea Trail. A promising route at the 
terminus of the Vineyard Trail would lead into a new tunnel under Highway 220 and run west-
northwest beyond the tunnel.

While an initial route is taking shape, there is much to be done before feet or tires hit the ground
for play. While there is no perfect “script,” the aforementioned documents contain key guiding
principles and action steps that will be part of the process. Decisions remain as to what the final
greenway will look like. More public input is needed, political and budgeting decisions remain,
and the upcoming committee will be instrumental in shaping the outcomes.

A second committee function involves “open space” (see Policy Area 3 entitled “Community
Character Preservation” along with Policy Areas 5, 6, and 7 within the Comprehensive Plan). Now
is an ideal time to be proactive about planning—development is slower (although increasing) and
Summerfield has major transportation changes on the horizon with Highway 220 improvements
and the upcoming I-73 project that will change the town’s landscape.

Change is inevitable…and we need your help to make it positive. If you’re interested, please
complete a committee application and return it to Town Clerk Valarie Halvorsen.

Thanks,

Town Manager Scott Whitaker

http://www.summerfieldgov.com/vertical/sites/%7BC25D1811-CF89-415D-A5B8-0412F39A34CB%7D/uploads/AY_Greenwy_Feas_Study_lo-res(1).pdf
http://summerfieldgov.com/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC={EB54A93B-CB13-43F3-BED9-4AE971DC7E8F}&DE={21ABF94B-B111-40F7-BC22-A27FB1322B41}

